
Dollar Lake 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Dollar Lake is located in Flathead County west 
of Whitefish Lake. Surrounding land ownership 
is 100% State Trust Lands. Dollar Lake is a 
closed basin lake depending entirely on stocking 
for maintaining a trout population. There is one 
primitive non-motorized public access site on 
Dollar Lake. 

Surface Area: 8.4 acres 
Maximum Depth: 48 feet (14.6 meters) 
Shoreline Length: 1,930 feet (0.37 miles) 
Elevation: 3,398 feet (1,036 meters) 

FISHERIES INFORMATION 

In October 2007, the lake was chemically  
treated to eliminate fathead minnows and  
redside shiners using liquid rotenone. Fish 
stocking records indicate a presence of rainbow 
trout and westslope cutthroat trout. Dollar is 
stocked annually with westslope cutthroat and 
rainbow trout. For more information see: 
https://fwp.mt.gov/fish/stocking.html 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

• A macrophyte survey was conducted in 2014 
• Current NMLN citizen volunteers include: 

Greg Gunderson 

Location: 48.446286 N, 114.41426 W 

Volunteer Penny Lestiko POV shot paddling out to monitor 
Dollar Lake. Photo courtesy Penny Lestiko. 



LAKE METRICS SUMMARY AND SCORES 

 

Metric Score Description 

Cold-water fish habitat High Temperature and oxygen profiles show that Dollar Lake was 
stratified during all of the summer sampling dates.  
Temperature profiles indicate that the lake has been within the 
avoidance threshold range for salmonids at depths of up to 5 
meters during July and August. Summer oxygen profiles  
indicate that Dollar Lake has been anoxic when stratified at 
depths greater than 8 meters. Depth profiles suggest that the 
ideal depth for salmonid habitation during summer months is 
between 5-8 meters.  

Nutrient Levels High Dollar Lake often ranks medium to high for small lakes for 
total phosphorus, total nitrogen, and chlorophyll (a).  

Nutrient Trend consistent No trend is apparent 

Trophic Status Oligo-
meso-
trophic 

Carlson’s Trophic Index trend shows Dollar is consistently  
oligo-mesotrophic. 

Dreissenid Colonization Potential 
(Calcium) 

High Dollar Lake’s 2011/2016 average calcium concentration was 
37.75mg/L classifying it as a high risk for zebra mussel  
colonization. The 2012 alkalinity level was reported at 140mg/

L. 
Known AIS infestations None A visual survey for EWM was conducted in 2011, 2012, and 

2013 at the public access for Dollar Lake because it is located 
4.5 miles from Beaver Lake in which EWM was discovered in 
2012. No EWM was found, however, additional monitoring is 
recommended based on its proximity to Beaver Lake and the 
high amount of fishing pressure it receives.  





A macrophyte survey was conducted on 
Dollar Lake on September 4, 2014. A total 
of 46 sites were surveyed for aquatic plants, 
shoreline plants, and substrate. Plants that 
were commonly observed but were not 
dominant include flat stem pondweed, and 
Richardson’s pondweed.  
 
Shoreline plants in order of dominance: 
1) Bulrush, 2) Cattail, 3) Carex, 4) Equise-
tum  
 
Substrate composition for all sites was pre-
dominately gyttja, followed by gravel, boul-
der and cobble. The discovery of northern 
milfoil in Dollar Lake and its close proxim-
ity to Beaver Lake (where Eurasian water-
milfoil was found in 2012) makes it a high 
risk for Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) infes-
tation. 

 Co-dominant Plant Species 

Composition

Percentage 

of Co-

dominant 

Slice

Chara / American Pondweed 37.5

Chara / Yellow Water Lily 37.5

Chara / Naiad 12.5

Yellow Water Lily / Naiad / 

Northern Milfoil / Variable 

Leaf Pondweed 12.5
Bullrush, equisetum and American pond-
weed. Photo courtesy WLI. 

 



Naiad (right) is an aquatic plant that grows 
rooted in the substrate however fragments that 
have detached from the plant can survive 
freely. Populations can become locally domi-
nant, as seen in this photo, and can form dense 
submerged mats of vegetation. The seeds from 
this plant provide an important food source for 
shorebirds and waterfowl. Although Naiad was 
the least dominant plant in Dollar Lake, it was 
observed growing in extremely dense patches 
along the south end of the lake. 

Yellow water lily (left) and American pond-
weed are often found growing together on many 
of the Program lakes. Yellow water lily can be 
identified by its heart shaped leaves. Most of the 
leaves are emergent, and provide shelter and 
shade for fish and invertebrates. Its yellow flow-
ers can be seen throughout the summer, and it 
usually grows in water 1-3m deep. American 
pondweed is a long-leaved pondweed that’s 
leaves can sometimes still be seen during winter 
months  


